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So What Comes  Next?

So, what’s next for the winning teams 
of the 2010 USCA National Champion-
ship? � e world, of course. � e winning 
women’s team will compete in the Ford 
World Women’s Curling Championship 
in Swift Current, Canada the last week of 
March, while the winning men’s team will 
travel to Cortina D’Ampezzo, Italy in April 
for the Capital One World Men’s Curling 
Championship.
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Spring Forward
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watch ahead one hour 
as you leave the bar.

THE EARLY DRAW IS
SPONsored BY:

Photography
Provided By:

SAT

HIGH 50
LOW 36

SUN

HIGH 57
LOW 32

Editor: Dawn Bartley <dawn@rustyloon.net> Contributing Writer: Christina Shilling <cdsspecial@yahoo.com> Layout & Design: Jason J Hall <www.MilkCowCreative.com>

Pat Brownewell
BrownewellPhotography.com

Deanna Bradford
www.phrooge.com
Bruce W. Smith

Computer Consulting 
www.BruceWSmith.net

 Photo by Deanna Bradford - www.phrooge.com  Photo by Deanna Bradford - www.phrooge.com

� ree-time USCA Female Curler of the Year, Erika 
Brown, from Oakville, Ontario, is attempting to win 
her fi rst national title as a skip. Along with being a 
strong curler she is also an accomplished golfer.  Erika 
believes that golf is a perfect sport to play along with 
curling, “both require a great amount of touch, tim-
ing and strategy”.  Rounding out Team Brown is Nina 
Spatola (McFarland, Wis.), Ann Swisshelm (Chicago), 
Laura Hallisey (Medfi eld, Mass.), and they are coached 
by Bill Todhunter of Menasha, Wisconsin.   

Ann, a huge Cubs fan and no stranger to com-
peting in nationals, thinks along the same lines as her 
teammate.  When talking about curling she said, “I call 
it Team Golf. If you appreciate the skills necessary for 
golf, then imagine applying those skills as a four-person 
unit on a fi eld of ice. Curling requires stamina, the abil-
ity to shift from a high-powered throw to a delicate 
touch shot, mastery of complicated strategy, and the 
capacity to communicate unfailingly with your team-
mates.”

Team Lank toyed with the idea of nicknaming 
themselves Minnorks in homage to their respective lo-
cations.  Lead Jessica Schultz and vice-ship Aileen Sor-
munen are from Minnesota, while skip Patti Lank and 
second Caitlin Maroldo both live in New York State.

Caitlin, a stay-at-home mom, and Patti, who owns 
a vacation home exchange business, decided to drive to 
Kalamazoo for Nationals and swing through Canada 
on the way to absorb as much curling atmosphere as 
possible. Aileen, a recent college graduate, and Jessica, a 
physical therapist, decided to fl y, but each team mem-
ber commits to individual practice time before schedul-
ing an early day of practice when coming together to 
compete in a bonspiel.

Team Lank is just “trying to put that silly rock in 
the right place at the right time!” But more than any-
thing, they consider themselves “ladies who love to play 
and have some fun!”

Team Brown Team Lank
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Did You Know??? In Michigan, we have festivals for tulips, sunfl owers, roses, cherries, blueberries, apples, strawberries, 
peaches, mushrooms, baby food, maple syrup, potatoes, melons, beans, pumpkins, asparagus, mint, wine, beer, Shakespeare, Paul Bunyan, 
logging, bridges, carriages, fi reworks, hot-air balloons, kites, motorcycles, geese, elk, salmon, bluegill, walleye, trout, and fi sh sandwiches!
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MEN’S RINKS W L
Farbelow *                  6 3
Fenson *                     6 3
Hames *                       6 3
Stevens *                     6 3
Brown                         5 4
Johnson                      5 4
Birr                               4 5
Kakela                       3 6
Morton                     3 6
Wight                        1 8

Final Round-Robin Standings
WOMEN’S RINKS W L
Brown *                         7 2
Lank *                             7  2
Wright * 7 2
Hamilton *                  6 3
Walker                   5 4
Wapola               5 4
Horn                          3 6
Coleman            3 6
Hambley                     1 8
Heisler                    1 8
*clinched playoff  berth

Playoff  Results
March 11 - 12pm Tiebreaker  
Lank 6 - Wright 7

March 11 - 4PM Tiebreaker
Brown 9 - Lank 6

March 11 - 8PM TIEBREAKER
Fenson 10 - Stevens 7
Farbelow 6 - Hames 5

March 12 - 8AM Women’s Page Playoff
(1 v. 2 game) Brown 8 - Wright 5
(3-4 game) Lank 8 - Hamilton 4

March 12 - Noon Men’s Page Playoff
(1 v. 2 game) Fenson 10 - Farbelow 4
(3-4 game) Stevens 10 - Hames 5

March 12 - 4 PM Women’s Semifi nal
Wright 2 - Lank 9

March 12 - 8 PM Men’s Semifi nal
Farbelow 10 - Stevens 5
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Team Stevens defeated Kevin Kakela’s 
North Dakota team in the playoff  to win the 
Midwest North qualifi er and their chance to 
come to Nationals.  � e team of Matt Ste-
vens, Cody Stevens, Bob Liapis, Jeff  Breyen 
hail from the Bemidji Curling Club in Min-
nesota.  Matt and his brother Cody are fourth 
generation curlers.  When fi rst introduced to 
curling, Matt enjoyed the sport right away, but 
his older brother, Cody, was doubtful.   All that 
took was a little time on the ice and Cody was 
convinced.  Cody said, “You get to meet all 
kinds of people and get to know them after the 
game, but I would be lying if I did not say that 
I like the competition, trying to outplay and 
out-strategize the other team.”  What’s not to 
like about that?

While Team Wright originates in Du-
luth, Minnesota, Courtney George, vice-skip, 
Amanda McLean, fi fth, and Jordan Moulton, 
second, are attending college in the Minneap-
olis-St.Paul area. Skip Amy Wright, and lead 
Patti Luke play in a competitive league each 
week and coordinate with Courtney, Amanda, 
and Jordan to practice together twice a month.

� ey also attend bonspiels throughout the 
US and Canada in preparation for the Nation-
als this year and the Olympic trials of 2009.

Since the team gets along so well, what 
better way to put it to the test than to make 
the 10 ½ hour drive to Kalamazoo together. 
After this trip, the two hour commute between 
Duluth and the Twin Cities for practice won’t 
seem too bad anymore.

A relatively unknown team, Team Hames 
went undefeated at a qualifying tournament 
held at the Potomac Curling Club in Laurel, 
Maryland.  � is win qualifi ed them for this 
year’s US Nationals.  � eir team is made up of 
skip Matt Hames, along with teammates Dean 
Gemmell, Martin Sather, and Bill Stopera.

� ere are no curling clubs in Buff alo, so 
Hames and his team play at a club in Niagara 
Falls, Ontario.  

Team member, Dean Gemmell, co-author 
of the book Fit to Curl, was an important piece 
to why the Kalamazoo Curling Club exists. 
Little did he know that the taunting of co-
workers, for watch curling tapes, would end up 
spurring others on to make Kalamazoo’s club 
a reality.  

You can follow Matt Hames (@mHames) 
on T  witter.

Team StevensTeam WrightTeam Hames

THANK YOU What else is left to say this week? Only two words come to mind – THANK 
YOU! � ank you to all the volunteers, USCA staff , Wings Stadium, and, of course, the 
athletes, coaches, and families. � is has been a busy week and none of it could have happened 
without you. � anks for your dedication to a wonderful sport that we hope will see continuous 
growth in the days, months, and years to come.


