


THE EARLY DRAW

FRIDAY, MARCH 12, 2010

PAGE TWO

Team Birr

Curling out of Caledonian Curling Club
in Mankato, Minnesota is Todd Birr, skip of
Team Birr. This is his 8th appearance at nation-
als. Comprising the rest of the team is Paul
Pustovar, Tom O’Connor, a first generation
curler, and Kevin Birr.

Paul, who curls at the Hibbing Curling
Club in Hibbing, Minnesota was inducted into
the USA Curling Hall of Fame in 2009. He not
only plays the game, but teaches and coaches
the sport. He coached a virtually unknown
team, Team Birr, to their bronze medal finish
at World’s in 2007. Before that Paul had won
the bronze twice as a player.
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Team Kakela

Team Kakela opted out of the 16 ¥ hour
driven from north central North Dakota in fa-
vor of flying to Kalamazoo. Skip Kevin Kakela,
a grain farmer, lead Todd Ussatis, a chemist,
second Ryan Lagassee, business manager at a
small school, and vice-skip Chad Carlson, an
aerospace worker at the University of North
Dakota have only played together a dozen
times.

The sportsmanship that goes with curling
is what really interests them. So much so, they
don’t mind driving into Manitoba, Canada to
have an opportunity to play.

We also understand that Ryan sports his
own version of a curling tattoo on his shoul-

der.
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Team Wapola

Skip Kimberly Wapola looked forward to
leaving the Twin Cities in Minnesota to attend
Nationals and add Kalamazoo to her list of
places she’s been.

The team, including lead Connie Kupfer-
schmidt, second Carol Strojny, and vice-skip
Brigid Ellig practice on a regular basis at the
St. Paul Curling Club but just got together this
season. They enjoy the constant challenge to
improve and enjoy meeting great friends along
the way.

They also embrace the uniqueness of each
other — two have driven across a frozen lake
and one has the design of her curling tattoo all
picked out.
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Standings After Day 6

Yesterday’s Scores

MEN'S RINKS W L WOMEN'S RINKS W L 8mmMDI8
Stevens 10 - Morton 2;
Farbelow * 6 3 Brown * 7 2 Kakela 4 - Fenson 8;
Fenson * 6 3 Lank * 7 2 Johnson 3 - Brown 9;
Hames * 6 3 Wright * 7 2 Wight 2 - Birr 3 ;
Stevens * 6 3 Hamilton * 6 3 Hames 3 - Farbelow 5
Brown 5 4 Walker 5 4 12PM TlEBlFEAKEH
Johnson 5 4 Wapola 5 4 Lank 6 - Wright 7
Birr 4 5 Horn 3 6 4PM TIEBREAKER
Kakela 3 6 Coleman 3 6 Brown 9 - Lank 6
Morton 3 6  Hambley 1 8  8PM TIEBREAKER
Wight 1 8 Heisler 1 8 Fenson 10 - Stevens 7
*clinched playoff berth Farbelow 6 - Hames 5
b/ ’ ”
Today’s Games SA0 WOMEN'S PAGE PLAYOFE 4 PM WOMEN'S SEMIFINAL
Brown vs Wright (1 v 2 game) Loser of 1-2 game vs. Winner of 3-4 game
Lank vs Hamilton (3-4 game)
8 PM MEN'S SEMIFINAL

DID YOU KNOW???
The front porch of the Grand Hotel on
Mackinac Island is over 600 feet long.

12 NOON MEN'S PAGE PLAYOFF

Fenson v. Farbelow (1 v. 2 game)
Stevens v. Hames (3-4 game)

Loser of 1-2 game vs. Winner of 3-4 game



